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Egressibility Workshop

A key highlight of HBiF26 is a workshop dedicated to the topic of Egressibility, scheduled for
the 6™ of October 2026 from 14:00-17:00, immediately preceding the main two-day
symposium programme. A social event for the Egressibility workshop attendees will also take
place at the historical Helsingborg Municipality building (Rédhuset) during the evening of the
6™ of October 2026. This workshop is designed as a collaborative, interactive, and inclusive
forum focused on advancing knowledge and research in the emergent field of egressibility,
intended as the accessibility of means of evacuation for everyone, regardless of age, physical
ability, or functional limitations.

Workshop rationale: Why egressibility matters?

While accessibility is a well-established principle in architectural and urban design, emergency
evacuation systems and strategies have historically been designed around assumptions of able-
bodied adult occupants. This norm has inadvertently overlooked many vulnerable groups,
including older adults, people with functional limitations, neurodivergent individuals, and
children. As populations age and the frequency of emergencies increases due to climate change
and geopolitical uncertainties, the need for inclusive evacuation design has never been more
urgent. Egressibility reframes the evacuation challenge as a person-environment fit issue: how
can built environments and evacuation systems be designed and evaluated so that all users can
safely and efficiently exit in emergency scenarios? This concept extends beyond minimum
code compliance to address equity, human diversity, and real-world effectiveness of evacuation
means across populations. Research has begun to outline measurable frameworks and
instruments to assess egressibility, moving toward systematic evaluation and evidence-based
design practices. This is also reflected in an ongoing 5-year research project at Lund University
funded by the European Research Council (an ERC Consolidator Grant), entirely dedicated to
the topic of Egressibility. The workshop at HBiF26 will serve as a critical platform for students,
scholars and practitioners to share insights, debate frameworks, and explore interdisciplinary
approaches. The main goal is to promote egressibility knowledge for PhD students, who will
be given priority of attendance to the event.

Objectives and scope of the workshop
The Egressibility workshop is structured with the following objectives:

1. Define and contextualise egressibility within the broader field of human behaviour in
fires and emergency evacuation research.

2. Highlight state-of-the-art research methods (qualitative and quantitative) and findings
focusing on inclusive evacuation, co-creation of research, egressibility barriers, and
performance outcomes for diverse populations.

3. Facilitate knowledge exchange among early career researchers, with priority given to
PhD students to encourage fresh perspectives and enhance capacity building within the
field.

4. Promote interdisciplinary dialogue, i.e. merging knowledge from domains like
accessibility and fire safety engineering.

By combining theoretical, empirical, and applied research knowledge, the workshop aims to
accelerate the development of egressibility as a recognised research area and practical design
priority.

Format and participation
The workshop is designed to be interactive and participatory, featuring:
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o Presentations from experts focusing on different topics and research methods
(qualitative and quantitative).

o Interactive sessions to identify challenges, knowledge gaps, and ethical issues
associated with the field of egressibility.

e Open discussions involving early career researchers (e.g. PhD students) on key
egressibility issues.

Workshop venue

The workshop will take place at Campus Helsingborg Universitetsplatsen 2, 252 25
Helsingborg, primarily in the E230 classroom (some parts of the workshop will take place in
breakout rooms E218 and E224).

Team
The workshop will be organised by the HBiF26 event chairs along

with members of the Centre for Ageing and Supportive [ PI’O_ElCtiVC
Environments (CASE) and is supported by the Proactive Ageing o ageing
profile area, both at Lund University. LUND PROFILE AREA

UNIVERSITY

They will be joined by two international experts, Dr Paul Geoerg from Akkon University of
Applied Sciences (Germany) and Dr Nigel McConnell from University of Ulster (UK).

HBIiF26 chairs
Dr Enrico Ronchi - Lund University, Sweden
Prof Daniel Nilsson - University of Canterbury, New Zealand

Workshop organisers

Dr Gunilla Carlsson - Lund University, Sweden

Dr Giedre Gefenaite - Lund University, Sweden

Dr Bjorn Slaug - Lund University, Sweden

Dr Steven Schmidt - Lund University, Sweden

Dr Nigel McConnell - Ulster University, UK

Prof Paul Geoerg - Akkon University of Applied Sciences, Germany

Why attend the egressibility workshop?
Attendees of this workshop will gain:
e A comprehensive foundation on the concept of egressibility and its relevance to both
research and practice.
o Exposure to state-of-the-art qualitative and quantitative research tools shaping inclusive
evacuation design.
e Opportunities to connect with a global community of early career researchers, scholars
and practitioners committed to advancing egressibility.


https://www.google.com/maps/place/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x465233b45751980f:0xcbb2613d9f4b1dcf?sa=X&ved=1t:8290&ictx=111
https://www.google.com/maps/place/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x465233b45751980f:0xcbb2613d9f4b1dcf?sa=X&ved=1t:8290&ictx=111
https://www.lunduniversity.lu.se/research-and-innovation/research-excellence-areas/profile-areas/proactive-ageing
https://www.lunduniversity.lu.se/research-and-innovation/research-excellence-areas/profile-areas/proactive-ageing

